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COMING EVENTS

Monthly Meeting: Fourth Wednesday of the month at
Randazzo’s at 6:30 pm for dinner. Meeting at 7:15.

Future Outings:

Car Clinics: Angelo’s garage on Oak Street the third
Sunday morning of the month. We all need to learn how
to repair and maintain our cars. | am ready to bring my
car!

March 11: Breakfast at River Shack!

March 25: Spring Fiesta Parade: Held in the French
Quarter so get your Model A ready. Throw flowers and
stuffed animals but no beads.

Check our web site for newsletters, coming events, want
ads and photos: www.nolamodelas.com . Our thanks to
John Troendle for this!

Check this site: http://www.oldscooltour.com
(Angelo, Carl, and Nick should go! We ALL should)



http://www.nolamodelas.com
http://www.oldscooltour.com

ORMOND PLANTATION OUTING

Wednesday February 15th some of the retired members drove their
cars to Ormond Plantation for lunch. Anthony & Marie Nicolich, Nan &
Mickey King, Red & Ruby Dayberry; Lydia Maureau & daughter Stacy;
Barbara & Hall Townsend; Caroline & Aunt Peggy; Ray & Tony
Schaub in their limo and Carl & Dianne Hunter in their sport coupé.
Only the Schaubs and Hunters braved the cool weather and drove in
the As. Dianne was bundled up since the weather was a damp 51
degrees and the coupé has no windows!

We met at our usual parking lot on River Road and Williams
Boulevard at 10:30 and arrived at the plantation after 11:00. They
give us a separate dining room and one long table. We had a great
time talking and eating and left ready for an afternoon nap (well, some
of us wanted to take a nap!).

Below are Lydia, Stacy, Hall & Barbara; Anthony & Marie and Dianne
and Carl.







Figure 1

Repairing the Gas
Gauge, Its location

and Parts
by John Costenbader, Reading PA

s we all know the gas tank is right in front of the driver on the

instrument panel on the right of the steering column under the
windshield. See Figures 1 & 2. The gasoline is right there and shows
through the glass in the gas gauge. It is part of the gas tank and inside
is a mechanical float with a piece of cork to float on the gas. Cork was
the original standard and it can be replaced by a neoprene float which
supposedly is more gasoline proof. The float is at the end of a 14 inch
wire. See Figure 4. The float moves up and down depending on the
level of gas in the tank. Just inside the glass in the gauge is a level
indicator which tells how much gas is in the tank - Full, %, Y, %, or
empty. See Figure 3

Most problems with it involve the float and gasket deterioration.
Today’s ethanol can make it worse. Cork destruction can clog the
valves, filters and carburetor jets. See Figure 4. Care must be taken
in doing repairs because removing the gas gauge involves work
inside the tank. Since a hole into the tank is opened when the gauge is
removed for repairs most of the gas must be removed and care must
be taken not to get tools and parts into the tank. Drain the tank down
to or below Y. The best way to do that is to connect a hose to the tube
at the carburetor, put the other end into a gas can, and then open the
gas valve.

Remember gas is flammable and harmful to humans. Do this in a
well ventilated area.

There are two different types of tools available to remove and
replace the glass, gaskets, inner nut, and outer nut. The one resembles
a ‘spanner wrench’ and is used to remove the Outer Nut. The other one
is a ‘star” wrench and is used to remove the inner nut. See Figure 5.
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Figure 3
The procedure:

1. After the gas is out of the tank. Open the gas cap on the cowling
and remove the filter screen. It can be in the way when you remove
the gauge wire and cork. Put the cap back on the tank to prevent things
from getting into the tank.

2. Remove the 4 screws that hold the instrument panel cover. Two
are at the top on either side of the gauge. The other two are at the
bottom on either side of the speedometer and odometer. The 31 cover
is different than the‘28 to ‘30 cover but this procedure works the same
on both types. The speedometer cable can be used to hold the cover
but be very careful not to bend it or damage it.
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3. The outer and inner nuts on the gauge unit now must be removed to
be able to pull out the gauge mechanism. Put the spanner wrench onto
the outer nut and insert the star wrench through the spanner wrench
hole to be able to hold the inner nut. Turn the spanner wrench counter
clockwise to remove the outer nut. The entire gauge assembly can
now be removed from the tank. Be careful when you pull the cork
through the hole in the tank. See Figure 6.

4. If you only need to replace the cork (neoprene) float you don’t need
to remove the inner nut. It might, however, be a good idea to replace
the gaskets and maybe the glass. Sometimes the glass was changed to
plastic and that deteriorates faster than the glass. The gaskets should
be replaced.

5. Replacing the gaskets: You can now proceed to remove the inner
nut. Use the Star Wrench to hold the housing unit, clamp the housing
into a vise on the work bench. Be careful to only make it tight enough
to hold it while you turn the star wrench to try to remove the inner nut.
Lacquer thinner or carburetor cleaner will help to dissolve a varnish-
type coating which has built up from the gasoline. See Figure 7.

6. Inner parts: It’s important to replace these parts in the same way
they were when you remove them. A washer holds the cork at the end
of the wire. Coat the new cork with Shellac because it’s impervious to
gas. You may have to solder the washer to the end of the wire. Replace
the gaskets and screw the inner nut back in on top the gaskets, glass,
and face plate.

Figure 8

7.  Re-attach  the
float wire unit to the
housing. Insert the

gauge into the rear of
the housing and insert the pin. Move the shim up against the housing
threaded part. See Figure 8.

8. With the gauge unit and front nut with the glass and gaskets now
in place you can re-insert it back into the tank opening. Bending the
wire will help to accurately measure the gas level but that’s difficult
to estimate. Temporarily insert it and then open the tank cap. Shine a
flashlight into the tank and you might be able to get a good estimate
of the cork float level. If it was OK before you started simply leave it
as it was. As a guide if the cork is at or near the top of the tank when
showing “F” (full) then there will be about a gallon left in the tank
when it reads empty.

9. Use a little sealant on the cork gaskets and a little oil on the brass
washers that fit inside the outer ring nut. With the whole unit inserted
and the gauge indicator showing vertically, lightly screw on the front
nut and brass washers. With it snug, insert the star wrench into the
inner nut and hold it in place while you screw down the outer nut
with the spanner wrench. By holding the inner nut you can keep the
indicator showing vertically.

If you’ve done this right it won’t leak when you refill the gas tank.
Cross your fingers.
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